Border Issues: Class I Outline

I. Introductions: Cynthia Toms Smedley (CTS)

II. Karl Hardy & Open CourseWare (OCW)

III. Matthew Palkert, Seminar Coordinator (MP)

IV. Student Introductions (Facilitator: Matt Palkert)

V. Discussion of Reading, “The Seminar,” by Michael Kahn (Facilitator: CTS)

1. What does it mean to seminar together?

2. Has anyone become accustomed to practice of being “socrateased.” 

3. How can we pursue a Platonian method of understanding – of allowing truth to emerge?

4. Does the image of a Barn Raising resonate with anyone? Why?

5. Why is it important that every person participate and offer their unique gifts? (goal of the seminar is the maximization of resources and that means that the more widespread the participation is, the richer the educational experience. Each consciousness is unique and irreplaceable, and when some people get shut out, the loss is significant. And, although we have found endless problems trying to make room for the more shy and reticent members, it does seem that to the extent that the atmosphere is accepting, there are few silent members)

6. What is your unique gift?

7. Points to remember:

· Reserve the Dilemma: “So, in our seminars, we learned to try to identify the dilemmas and reserve them rather than let them turn into debate.”

· Problems with seminaring: hard to change ideas, we want to get all the mileage we can out of an idea and own it; hard to admit that we learn from one another

· The cosmic question

· Invite in quiet members

· Pause at the beginning of class to center, discuss emotions, and mentally prepare

· Pause at the end of class to reflect, record, and review the process of the seminar
VI. Practicing “seminaring together”:Small Group Discussion (groups of 2-3 students) (Facilitator: MP)

a. What is your families migration story?

b. Share about the first time you met an immigrant to the US

c. When did the issue of immigration first matter to you? Why?

VII. Avoiding Black & White or Dualistic Thinking (MP)

VIII. Theological Reflection and Journaling over the course of this experience (CTS)

IX. Syllabus, Logistics, Class Info, ETC. (CTS)
